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Young Firefighters Unit Opens In Maidenhead

Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service will officially launch a new Young Firefighters unit at Maidenhead fire station at 19.00 on Thursday 9th March.

Following the open evening in October, 12 young people aged 11-17 were selected to join the Maidenhead Young Firefighters unit and have been training hard over the last few months in anticipation of the launch.  On the night, the young people will be putting on a display to demonstrate the new skills they have learnt, which will include pump, hydrant and squad drills.  

Over the last year, RBFRS have been forging links with a Young Firefighter organisation in Windsor and Maidenhead’s twinned town, Goslar in Germany.  Burkhard Siebert and Klaus Ullrich, representatives of Goslar Young Firefighters, and Kevin McGarry, Chairman of Windsor and Maidenhead twinning committee, will be special guests at the launch.  It is hoped that exchange trips between Young Firefighters in Goslar and Maidenhead might be a possibility in the near future.
Other guests will include Chief Fire Officer Iain Cox and Senior Divisional Officer Paul Southern, as well as the Young Firefighters’ friends and families.

Young Firefighters meet one evening a week and learn various aspects of fire service work, including hose drills, breathing apparatus procedures and first aid, along with team building skills.  There are also units in Reading, Crowthorne and Hungerford, with a new unit in Slough opening next year.

Nickie Smith, community safety youth team member, said: “We are really excited about our connection with Goslar’s Young Firefighters and hope to strengthen this relationship in the future.  The Young Firefighters have been working very hard and are really looking forward to the launch.”
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Note to Editors:

You are invited to send a reporter/photographer to the launch on Thursday 9th March at Maidenhead fire station.  Please contact Ellie Gray to confirm.
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