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BERKSHIRE FIREFIGHTERS HONOURED BY BUNCEFIELD MAYOR

Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service has received a commemorative scroll from Dacorum Borough Council in Hertfordshire in recognition of its assistance with the Buncefield oil depot fire.

Firefighters from Bracknell and specialist officers attended the fire with a High Volume Pumping Unit (HVP) and support vehicles. Described as the biggest post-war fire in Europe, the explosion and subsequent fire at Buncefield saw 80 businesses, employing more than 4,000 people, without premises and interrupted work at more than 220 other companies on the industrial estate adjoining the site. 

More than 300 homes suffered structural damage and 2,000 residents were evacuated until the blaze was brought under control. At the awards ceremony in the Council Chamber in Hemel Hempstead, the Mayor, Councillor Jane Hogg, told visiting firefighters:

“Firefighters are renowned for their ingenuity, grit, determination and unfailing cheerfulness. These qualities were tested to the limit as they set about eliminating the largest oil terminal fire the world has yet known in peacetime. In 59 sleepless hours, they extinguished the inferno, to the gratitude of the residents of Hemel Hempstead, not to say south-east England.

“Words cannot express our gratitude. I hope these scrolls will bring back memories of the enormous affection and regard in which you are held by the people of Dacorum for all you have done.”

The scroll was accepted on behalf of Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service by Station Manager Jess James, station commander at Wokingham Road fire station in Reading and one of the officers who attended the fire. He said: “The ceremony was very moving. There were firefighters there from many Brigades and it brought back the sheer scale of the incident and the challenge that it posed in operational terms.”

Chief Fire Officer Iain Cox said the scroll was a very welcome gesture.  “We will display it in our reception at headquarters. We are pleased that we were able to offer assistance to the firefighters, emergency services, the local authority and residents of Hemel Hempstead and tremendously glad that there was no loss of life. This was potentially a catastrophic situation and the fact that the fire was extinguished so quickly is testament to the skills and courage of the firefighters that attended.”  ENDS
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