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SIGNING THE WAY TO HOME FIRE SAFETY 

This week is Deaf Awareness Week (1st – 7th May), which aims to promote a greater understanding of deafness and demonstrates the different ways of communicating with deaf and hard of hearing people.  People who have difficulty hearing are particularly vulnerable to fire hazards in the home and Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service (RBFRS) have been working closely with the deaf community to try to reduce this risk.

Firefighters recently presented the Reading Deaf Centre with a fire safety resource box, created specifically for the hearing impaired, which will primarily be used by the parent and toddler group.  The box contains books, a dressing up kit, puzzles and sign language versions of two videos, with the aim of teaching children about fire safety in an entertaining way.  RBFRS became involved with the Deaf Centre four years when two members of staff learnt sign language there.  To date, five members of the Brigade have now taken the British Sign Language course. 

RBFRS has also joined forces with the Sensory Needs Service - a partnership of local authorities in Berkshire, which provides specialist support for people with hearing, visual and multi-sensory impairment.  RBFRS experts provide home fire safety advice and information, via sign language if required, for people referred by the Sensory Needs Service.

Ian Taylor, Community Safety Assistant and signer, said: “We have found this arrangement already working very positively and in fact have had a lovely email from a lady thanking us for our visit.  We want to reach every part of the community and working with organisations like the Reading Deaf Centre and the Sensory Needs Service is a great help in achieving this.”

If you or someone you know is deaf or hard of hearing and would like fire safety advice, please log on to www.rbfrs.co.uk or email the Community Safety team at community.safety@rbfrs.co.uk. 







Issued by Ellie Gray, press and marketing officer 

ph: 0118 932 2214  fx: 0118 932 2105   email: graye@rbfrs.co.uk

Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service, 103 Dee Road, Tilehurst, Reading, Berkshire RG30 4FS

