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School Theatre Project Stops Pupils ‘Arson About’

Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service (RBFRS) has teamed up with a specialist Theatre-in-Education company to encourage young people to consider the social, financial and potentially fatal consequences of arson.

Next week (13th-17th November) the StopWatch Theatre Company will perform ‘Arson About’, a play written by Mark Wheeller, to Year 8 (12-13 year old) pupils at schools in Reading, Maidenhead, Bracknell, Langley, Newbury and Slough.  A crew from each local fire station will attend the performances to share their experiences of arson and how it puts firefighters at risk.

The play follows a group of friends who break into their school one evening and deliberately start fires.  0ne of the characters is trapped in the building and dies in the fire.  After the performance, pupils will take part in an interactive workshop, which asks them to think about and discuss the consequences for victims, instigators and the local community after an arson attack.

‘Arson About’ aims to educate young people about the reality of what they might consider ‘just having a laugh’ and to cut down on the number of arson attacks in schools across the country.  Arson costs the UK more than £50 million per week.  RBFRS piloted the play in Berkshire last year and feedback from both pupils and teachers was very positive.  Comments from young people included: “It’s not boring like other lessons and I think it actually gets through to people” and “It taught me to think before something happens and what it could lead to.”

Jenny Swain, Community Safety team member, said: “By featuring characters of a similar age to the audience, the play powerfully conveys the dangers of arson in a way the young people can relate to.  Talking to firefighters also really helps the pupils, as it reinforces the message that setting deliberate fires puts other people’s lives at risk.”

Ends.

Note to Editors:

If you would like to send a reporter/photographer to one of the performances, please contact Ellie Gray for details.
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