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Come And Find Out About Your Fire Service!

Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service (RBFRS) is hosting a weekend of special events from 20th - 21st May, as part of the East Reading Festival celebrations.  The East Reading Festival is an annual event organised by Reading Borough Council in celebration of diversity in the area.

The first event is an open day at Wokingham Road fire station, which will take place from 12-4pm on Saturday 20th May.  This is a fantastic opportunity for people to chat to their local fire crews and find out first hand what being a firefighter is all about.  Visitors will also have the chance to look around the fire station and learn about specialist vehicles, such as the hydraulic platform and rescue support vehicle.  

RBFRS staff will be on hand to throughout the day to talk about the diverse work the Brigade is undertaking in the community, including Home Fire Safety Checks – a free service that provides a fire risk assessment, advice on making an escape plan, plus the installation of smoke alarms if required.  In addition, visitors can find out about the Albanian Appeal, a charity project aiming to provide Albanian firefighters with urgently needed firekit and equipment, as most of their kit was looted or destroyed in the civil wars. 

The Festival will end on a high note on Sunday 21st May, when RBFRS is holding a family fun day in Palmer Park.  The event runs from 12-4pm and firefighters will be putting on displays, including ‘live’ demonstrations of how firefighters deal with road accidents, by the competition extrication team from Slough.  Anyone willing to act as a ‘casualty’ will be more than welcome!  Red Cross volunteers will also be there to describe the invaluable support they provide for the victims of fire, while RBFRS personnel will be available to answer questions on how to become a firefighter.  The Brigade’s Community Liaison Officer will also be on hand to discuss how RBFRS are working in partnership with different community groups to promote fire safety.

Jessie James, Station Manager at Wokingham Road, said: “These events are a great way for people to visit their local fire station, meet their local firefighters and discover what the fire service does for their community.  But most importantly, we want people to come along with their friends and family and have a really fun day out.”

Note to Editors:

You are welcome to send a reporter/photographer to the events on Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st May.  Please contact Ellie Gray to confirm.
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