[image: image1.png]% RBF&RS
news release

EEEEEEEEE




	
	10/07/2006
	No:
	26/F&R


Summer Fire Safety 

With barbecue season well and truly underway and temperatures soaring this summer, Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service (RBFRS) is reminding people to take extra care to reduce the risk of fire.

By following these simple tips, you can ensure that your barbecue is a safe and enjoyable event:

· Make sure your barbecue site is flat and well away from sheds, fences, trees and shrubs.

· Keep children and pets well away from the cooking area.

· Never leave a lit barbecue unattended.

· Use only approved lighter fuels – never use petrol or paraffin – and only use on cold coals.

· If you have a gas barbecue, always store gas cylinders outside.

· Ensure that your barbecue is fully extinguished and cold before disposing of the contents.

· Never put ashes straight into a dustbin or wheelie bin.  If they’re hot, they can melt the plastic and cause a fire.

Every year, fire destroys thousands of acres of countryside and wildlife habitats.  Some fires are started deliberately – but most are caused by carelessness.  RBFRS is urging people to take the following precautions when out and about in the countryside:

· Always extinguish cigarettes and other smoking materials properly.

· Never throw cigarette ends out of car windows – they can destroy whole fields of crops.

· Only use barbecues in designated and safe areas and never leave them unattended.

· Avoid using open fires in the countryside.

· Don’t leave bottles or glass lying around.  Sunlight shining through glass can start fires.

Jane Weller, Community Safety Officer, said: “We want people to enjoy the lovely weather we’ve been having lately but at the same time to take extra care to avoid the risk of fire.  Most of these tips are common sense but following them could prevent an enjoyable day turning into a disaster.”
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