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Spring Clean Your Smoke Alarm!

As Easter weekend is traditionally a time to catch up with jobs around the house, firefighters are urging Berkshire residents to make spring cleaning their smoke alarms top of the list.

Smoke alarms were not fitted in over half (51% or 30,300) of dwelling fires attended by fire and rescue services in the UK in 2004.  These fires accounted for 201 deaths and 5,300 non-fatal casualties.  In a further 12% (7,200) of cases smoke alarms were present but failed to operate, accounting for 97 deaths and 2,100 non-fatal casualties.

The good news is that RBFRS can provide a Home Fire Safety Check, fit smoke alarms where necessary and give advice on what to do in the event of a fire – all free of charge.  If you or someone you know is retired and over 60, a single parent, or disabled call 0800 587 6679 for more information or to book.

It is easy to look after your smoke alarms by following these simple tips:

· Once a week – test each smoke alarm battery

· Once a year – change the battery in the alarm (unless it is a 10-year alarm)

· Twice a year – open the alarm case and gently vacuum the inside to remove dust.  If the casing doesn’t open, vacuum over the slots.  Never paint over a smoke alarm

· Every ten years – replace the smoke alarm

Smoke alarms should be fitted on every level of your house.  The optimum positions are at the bottom of the staircase, with further alarms on each stair landing.  The best place to fit an alarm is on the ceiling as near as possible to the centre of the room, hallway or landing.  It should be at least 12 inches (30cm) away from any wall or light.  

Jane Weller, Community Safety Officer, said: “You are twice as likely to die in a house fire if you do not have a working smoke alarm.  It is essential for everyone not only to fit but also to maintain their smoke alarms.  It only takes a few minutes each week to test the alarm – and it could end up saving your life.”
ENDS.
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