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Don’t Ignore The Dangers This Child Safety Week

Tragically, around 30 children are killed and more than 900 are injured in accidental house fires every year in the UK.  Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service is urging parents and carers to keep children safe from fire this Child Safety Week (19th-25th June) by following this advice:

· Keep matches and lighters out of the reach of children

· Never leave children alone in the kitchen when the oven or hob is on

· Don’t let children play with electrical appliances or sockets

· Never let children play near a fire or heater

It is vital to teach children about what to do in the event of a fire.  Don't avoid the subject for fear of frightening them - children need to know the basics of how to react in an emergency.  If there is a fire, they may not have an adult to tell them what to do.  In fact, if they act quickly they could even end up saving your life.  These are the basic instructions:

· If you see smoke or flames, raise the alarm by telling a grown-up straight away

· Get out of the building – do not go back in for anything, not even toys or pets.

· If there’s smoke, crawl along the floor as the air is cleanest there.

· Find a phone and call 999.  Ask for the Fire and Rescue Service.

· If your escape route is blocked, go into a room with a window and close the door. Open the window and shout for help.  Put something around the bottom of the door (like a blanket) to stop smoke getting in.

Jane Weller, Community Safety Officer, said: “Don’t ignore the dangers.  Keep your children safe by reducing fire risk in the home and by talking to them about what to do if there is a fire.  Teaching children about fire safety is a lifelong investment – and one that could save lives.”

ENDS.
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