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Newbury Firefighters Condemn Hoax Caller

Newbury firefighters have condemned the actions of the people who deliberately set off a fire alarm at Northcroft Leisure Centre last Wednesday (11th October), calling them “mindless and potentially dangerous.”

Firefighters were called to the leisure centre at 22:07 on Wednesday night and found that the glass of the fire alarm had been intentionally broken.  However, a thorough investigation of the area showed that there was no evidence of fire and that the fire alarm had been set off maliciously.

At almost exactly the same time, a fire was reported at a house in Glendale Avenue, Newbury.  Although the first appliance was tied up with the hoax call, the second pump from Newbury attended the incident, along with one from Hampshire, and the fire was brought under control by 23:09.  Fortunately, all persons were accounted for and nobody was injured.

Derreck Lee-Philpot, Station Manager at Newbury, said: “Making hoax calls, whether by deliberately setting off fire alarms as in this case or by making malicious phone calls, is not only a thoughtless thing to do but it is also a crime.  

“It may seem like a bit of a laugh at the time but tying up firefighters and resources could have disastrous results if there’s a real emergency.  I’m sure hoax callers wouldn’t find it so funny if it was their family who needed us and we were busy attending a malicious false alarm.”

Ends.
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