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New Thames Valley Initiative On Fire Investigation

Berkshire’s Chief Fire Officer, Iain Cox, along with Chief Fire Officers from Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire and the Chief Constable of Thames Valley Police, will sign a ‘Memorandum of Understanding for the Investigation of Fires’ on Tuesday (21st March).

The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been drawn up to further strengthen co-operation between the Fire and Rescue Services and the Police Service in the Thames Valley during the investigation of fires.  

Its primary aims are to recognise each Service’s role and responsibilities, and to facilitate shared resources and information.  Over time, it is hoped that this cohesive approach will reduce the number of accidental and deliberate fires, leading to a reduction of fire deaths, injuries and loss of property.

The MoU will come into force when investigating incidents where there are areas of mutual interest.  This includes fires involving fatalities and serious injuries, as well as fires involving criminal damage or where the cause may be suspicious.

Chief Fire Officer, Iain Cox said: “By working together we hope to get more detailed information on the cause of fires and how we can prevent them by reducing accidental fires, and deterring and detecting those who seek to set deliberate fires.”

Note to Editors:

You are invited to send a reporter/photographer to the signing at RBFRS Headquarters, at 3.30pm on Tuesday 21st March.  Please contact Ellie Gray to confirm.
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