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Disabilities Trust To Visit Dee Road Fire Station

A group from the Disabilities Trust will visit Dee Road fire station on Friday 31st March to learn about the work of Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service.  Members range from 18-40 and all have autistic spectrum disorders.  

Linda Dejager, the group’s leader, contacted RBFRS to find out if we could provide the members with information about fire safety and the Fire Service in general for a project they are working on.  Zulfiquar Ali, the Brigade’s Community Liaison Officer, felt it would be more interesting for the group to visit a fire station and find out about RBFRS for themselves.

The members are in for a fun-packed and educational morning.  They will have the opportunity to explore fire appliances, and discover what kind of equipment they carry and what it is used for.  Green Watch will give a talk about fire safety issues and what people can do to prevent risk.  The Watch will then put on exciting demonstrations for the group.  Finally, the morning will end with the members having a go at fire service activities, such as operating hose.

RBFRS are currently working on a new disability equality document.  As autism is such a specialised area, the Disabilities Trust has kindly agreed to help us with the content of the document.

Zulfiquar Ali, Community Liaison Officer, said: “It is as important for RBFRS to understand the different needs of people with disabilities as it is for them to learn about fire safety issues.  Our aim is to provide everyone in Berkshire – whether disabled or able-bodied – with a responsive, informed and accessible Fire Service.” 

ENDS.

Note to Editors:

You are invited to send a reporter/photographer at 10.30am on Friday 31st March.  Please contact Ellie Gray to confirm.
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