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Reading Goalkeeper Lends A Hand With Safety Message

Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service (RBFRS) is teaming up with Reading FC goalkeeper, Marcus Hahnemann, to highlight the importance of wearing gloves when handling sparklers.

Sparklers can reach temperatures five times hotter than cooking oil and last year alone there were 104 sparkler-related injuries in the UK
.  The Department of Trade and Industry, the government department responsible for fireworks and firework safety, advises people to follow these tips when using sparklers:

· Always wear gloves.

· Light sparklers one at a time.

· Never give sparklers to children under five.

Firefighters will join Marcus and his famous gloves for a photocall at Reading FC’s training ground in Finchampstead at 12pm on Thursday 2nd November.  

Crew Manager Dominic McKeown from Bracknell, who came up with the idea for the collaboration, said: “As both firefighters and goalkeepers rely on gloves to protect their hands, it seemed like a natural connection and we are thrilled that Marcus is helping us to promote this very important safety message.  

“We hope people will take on board the message that wearing gloves and taking extra care with sparklers can help to prevent serious injuries.”

For more information on sparklers and fireworks safety, log on to www.dti.gov.uk/fireworks.
Note to Editors:

You are invited to send a reporter/photographer to the photocall at 12pm on Thursday 2nd November at Reading FC’s training ground, Hogwood Park, Park Lane, Finchampstead, Wokingham RG40 4PT.  Please contact Ellie Gray to confirm.

Ends.
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