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Fire Service Teams up with Police to Hit Arson

A new partnership that combines the expertise and resources of Royal Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Services with Thames Valley Police is aiming to have a major impact in driving down arson.

A new Arson Reduction Officer role has been created and Thames Valley Police’s Steve Baker has been appointed. The role is an innovative step by the Fire and Rescue Services and Police. The new Arson Reduction Officer will work directly with Fire Investigation experts from the three fire and rescue services. Steve was welcomed at a meeting of the Thames Valley Arson and Fire Investigation Forum at RBFRS headquarters.  

Royal Berkshire’s Assistant Chief Fire Officer, Des Tidbury, said: “Arson has a huge financial cost but the impact on local communities is immense. The addition of a dedicated police resource to work as part of a team with the fire and rescue services is of tremendous value and will have a direct impact in the results that we can achieve.

“Whilst we work closely with the police in many areas, this is the first time that we have had the advantage of working alongside a former police officer with so much experience. He will be an enormous asset.”

Assistant Chief Constable Nick Gargan, Local Policing, Thames Valley Police, said: “This new role should help to strengthen further the partnership we have with the three Fire and Rescue Services. Arson is a dangerous crime and the work that Steve will be doing is vital to reduce this type of offence.”

Steve Baker takes on this new role having worked as a police partnership manager in Buckinghamshire for a number of years. He was previously an Inspector with responsibility for the Aylesbury area. Steve will be based at Aylesbury Fire Station in his new role.

The Arson reduction officer role is a two year post that will co-ordinate intelligence and information on arson related crime between police and the fire services using the National Intelligence Model (NIM). This will highlight arson hotspots, crime trends and identify prevention, reduction and enforcement opportunities.

Contd/…

Steve said: “My aim is to help to build better relationships between the five Thames Valley Police Basic Command Unit areas and the three county fire services.”
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Notes to Editors: Steve Baker is available for interviews, please contact Annie Tysom on 01865 846350 to arrange. 
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