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FIREFIGHTERS AIM TO BOOST YOUNG DRIVERS SAFETY
Are you a young driver? Maybe you’re learning to drive? Do you enjoy getting a lift with your mates in their cars? Then the firefighters of Red Watch at Wokingham Road fire station want to meet you!

The team and their fire engine will be outside the Vue Cinema in the Oracle, Reading, on Saturday (11 August) giving young people top tips on how to keep themselves and their passengers safe on today’s congested roads.

Firefighter James Blake, who is co-ordinating the event, explained: “One of our priorities is to reduce the number of road traffic collisions (RTCs) and the misery and devastation that results. We have done a lot of work aimed at drinking and driving but we thought the school holidays would be a great opportunity to speak to slightly younger people – those who have maybe just passed their test, or are learning to drive or even those who go out as passengers  with their mates.

“The last thing we want to do is wave a finger in their face and lecture them, we want to help them understand the basic things they can do to keep themselves safe and avoid the pitfalls that can lead to problems on the road.

“We attend a lot of RTCs and they are never easy but when young people are involved it can be even harder. We have seen many young people who have been badly affected by the loss of someone close to them – it is not just those who are killed but those who suffer injuries that may affect them for the rest of their lives.

“We will have a car on display that shows the damage caused by an impact and how this can affect the people inside. Most of all, we will be sharing our experiences with the young people and offering advice. We would rather meet them out enjoying the summer with their friends than as the result of a 999 call.”

If you are around the Oracle on Saturday, do go and say hello – the firefighters will be delighted to see you and you may even learn something that could save your life one day. 

James and the other members of Red Watch will be outside the Vue cinema from 9.30am until 5pm. Parents will also be able to get advice on how to transport their younger children in safety, with advice on booster seats from Reading Borough Council experts.
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