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CO-OP IN SERIOUS BREACH OF FIRE SAFETY LAW
Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service has warned businesses that there is no excuse for failing to meet legal standards for fire safety following the outcome of a prosecution at Bracknell Magistrates Court today (Wednesday).

Magistrates fined The Co-Operative Group (CWS) Ltd. £5,000 on each of six breaches of the Fire Precautions (Workplace) Regulations (1999) and awarded costs against them of £2,695.  The breaches relate to the Co-Operative premises in Wentworth Road, Slough.

Head of Fire Safety at Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service, Guy Pegler, said; “We are pleased that the courts have acknowledged the serious nature of these breaches and have handed down appropriate fines. There is never any justification for failing to meet legal obligations that have been put in place to keep people safe from the dangers of fire.

“This prosecution was brought under the previous legislation which has now been superseded by the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order which came into effect in October 2006. Although the fire and rescue service is no longer required to issue fire safety certificates, we continue to carry out a rigorous inspection programme of commercial premises to ensure they are meeting the standards required by the Order. 

“Where this is not the case and we are not satisfied that improvement measures are being put in place, we will prosecute. The onus is now on all owners, operators and occupiers of commercial premises to undertake a full risk assessment and ensure that appropriate risk reduction measures are in place and that staff and tenants are aware of these measures.”

Further information on the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order can be found at www.communitites.gov.uk under Fire and Resilience, in the section on Fire Safety Law and Guidance for Businesses.

ENDS.

Note to Editors:

If you would like to interview a member of the Fire Safety team, please contact Ellie Gray to arrange.
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