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Teaching Children About Fire Safety Saves Lives

Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service is supporting the Child Accident Prevention Trust’s Child Safety Week (18-24 June) by urging parents and carers to install smoke alarms in the home and teach children about fire safety.

Fire is the biggest killer of children in the home
 but many of these deaths could be avoided if children knew what to do when a fire starts.  Don’t avoid the subject for fear of frightening them – children need to know the basics of how to react in an emergency.  Follow these tips as a guide:

For very young children (aged under 5)

· Make sure they understand that they need to tell an adult if they see smoke or flames and not to hide

For older children (aged over 5)

· Plan and practise an escape route - make sure children know the easiest way to get out of your home and practise it regularly to keep it fresh in their minds

· Show children where the keys are kept – always keep them in the same place and make sure everyone in the house knows where it is

· Explain what to do if they can’t get out – show them the best room to take refuge in; for example, one with a window

· Discuss how to make a 999 call – make sure they know the number and their address off by heart.  Tell them the dangers of making hoax calls

Jane Weller, Community Safety Officer, said: “Installing and maintaining smoke alarms is the single most important thing you can do to protect your family, as they give you precious extra seconds to get out of the house.  If there is a fire, make sure your children know what to do.  Teaching children about fire safety is a lifelong investment – and one that can save lives.”

Ends.
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