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RBFRS Angling Course For Young People

Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service (RBFRS) has added an accredited angling course to its range of innovative educational projects for young people.  RBFRS is the first Brigade in the country to offer ‘Introduction to Angling and the Environment’, in partnership with the National Federation of Anglers (NFA).  It is also the only organisation of any kind to run the course in the South of England.

The course is accredited by the National Open College Network (N-OCN) and is currently being run as an after school activity for Year 8 pupils (12-13 year olds) on Mondays and Thursdays at Trevelyan School, Windsor.  It includes both practical and classroom-based sessions specific to angling and also related to the environment.  The syllabus covers the following topics:

· Geography  (including water cycles and weather patterns).

· Biology (waterside plants and animals, fish anatomy and photosynthesis).

· Numeracy (water depth measurement, weights for floats and test curves).

· Literacy (coursework and portfolio exercises).

RBFRS staff members Steve Carvell and Barry Ratchford, who are two of only six NFA Level 2 coaches in Berkshire, deliver the course.  Liz Rhodes, Education Development Officer at RBFRS, has worked on the lesson plans to ensure that the course supports many of the Government’s ‘Every Child Matters’ criteria, including Being Healthy, Staying Safe and Making a Positive Contribution.  The course also supports the Brigade’s aims of offering a positive role model to young people and providing potentially lifesaving information about water safety.

The course is currently being run as a pilot but there is already considerable interest from other schools and it is hoped that it can be extended to other parts of the county in the near future.  Once the pilot has been completed, a full project brief will also be published on www.staywise.co.uk , the interactive educational website created by RBFRS, so that other Brigades and interested parties can learn from RBFRS’ experiences.

Ends.

Note to Editors:

You are welcome to send a reporter/photographer to one of the after school angling sessions.  Please contact Ellie Gray for further details.
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