[image: image1.png]% RBF&RS
news release

EEEEEEEEE




	
	19/02/2007
	No:
	07/F&R


HOAXER PUTS LIVES AT RISK

A vandal is deliberately risking the lives of residents in the Bay House flats in Bullbrook, warn concerned firefighters.

Watch Manager Iain Harrison, of Bracknell’s Red  Watch, said: “We have been called out on 19 separate occasions in the last few weeks because someone has smashed the glass to activate the fire alarm. We then have to attend, search the entire building to ensure there is no sign of fire, alert the premises management so they can replace the glass in the fire alarm and we have reassure and advise residents before we can return to our emergency response duties.

“Every time this happens, a full crew of firefighters and a fire engine are tied up and unavailable to answer genuine emergency calls. People are stood outside at all times of the night, in the cold, just because someone thinks it is funny to set off the fire alarm

“We will always turn up, but we are also concerned that residents will start to get really fed up with this happening all the time and start to ignore the alarms and not evacuate. If there really was a fire, they could think it was just another hoaxer’s prank and either ignore the alarm or not be as quick in getting out as they should be. We would urge residents to continue paying heed to the alarms until police catch whoever is responsible.”
If you can help, you can call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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