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Extrication Team’s Excellent Result In National Competition

Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service’s (RBFRS) competition extrication team came a fantastic second place overall in the United Kingdom Rescue Organisation (UKRO) National Extrication Challenge, held at the Cardiff International Arena on 13 and 14 July.

The RBFRS team, consisting of Ian Cox, Paul Maynard, Ian Hanley, Adam Stevens, Lee Webster and Michael Humphreys, were up against the top teams from 45 other Brigades.  Each team was faced with replications of complex road traffic collision scenarios to test their skills.  In the first scenario, the teams had 20-minutes to rescue a live ‘casualty’ from a mangled vehicle, while in the second they had just 30-minutes to extricate two live casualties, from a more severely wrecked vehicle.

Points were awarded according to teams’ technical abilities, how they used the rescue tools, how well the incident commander directed the team, how proficiently the designated medic tended to the casualty, and how skilfully the team performed overall.  The RBFRS team were placed equal first in the double casualty scenario, fifth in the single casualty scenario, second overall in the technical rescue category, and second overall for incident command.  The team narrowly missed a top ten place in the medical rescue group.

The final result for the team was an overall second place, with Northern Ireland taking first and hosts South Wales coming third.  The team are now busy training for the World Extrication Finals, which will take place in Barcelona from 15-20 October this year.

Ian Cox, the team’s Incident Commander and Station Manager at Slough, said: “We’re really pleased with our result, as it makes all the training and hard work we’ve put in throughout the year worthwhile. 

“All the skills and techniques that we learn ensure that accident victims in Berkshire are attended by first-rate rescuers.  We’re now looking forward to competing with the best teams in the world at the World Extrication Challenge in the autumn.”
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