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Flooding Update

Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service (RBFRS) continues to receive huge numbers of calls as a result of the flooding in Berkshire.

Key sites such as sewage and water treatment works and electricity sub-stations have been identified and contingency plans prepared for those that may be at risk of flooding. 

RBFRS officers are attending regular joint briefings between the emergency services and other agencies dealing with the flooding. The latest advice from the Environment Agency is that the peak flow moving downstream along the River Thames from Oxford is likely to arrive in Pangbourne at around 21:00 hours tonight (Tuesday) and at Purley around 24:00 hours. 

The RBFRS Control Room is still receiving a very high volume of calls and people are asked to call only if there is a genuine emergency. Fire crews are attending only incidents with risk to life, whether flood-related or not, flooding that is endangering electricity supplies and alarms. This includes the rescue of vulnerable people, such as the elderly, disabled, young children or unwell, who are caught up in the floods and at risk.

Chief Fire Officer Iain Cox said: “Our priority is the preservation of life and the prevention of further flooding of key sites at risk. All our staff are working at maximum effort to ensure that people are kept safe and that vital facilities are able to continue functioning. 

“Many people are in a miserable situation and we are hopeful that any further rise in river levels will be less serious than first anticipated. We would ask people to contact us only if a situation is an emergency. We are having to respond to a very dynamic and fast-changing situation and we are monitoring this constantly.”

 People who would like to find out the forecast for their local area can contact Floodline on 0845 988 1188 or look at the Environment Agency website for latest updates:

www.environment-agency.gov.uk.
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