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FIVE-YEAR FIRE PLAN GETS GO AHEAD
Royal Berkshire Fire Authority has agreed plans to deliver the fire and rescue service in Berkshire for the next five years.

At an extraordinary meeting of the Authority yesterday (Wednesday) Members voted 14 to eight in favour of the proposals contained in the five year Integrated Risk Management Plan (IRMP).

Authority Chairman, Dr Paul Bryant, said: “These proposals were nearly two years in the making and Members have rightly looked at them in fine detail. An enormous amount of effort has gone into developing the five-year Integrated Risk Management Plan, both from serving officers and from the elected Members on the Integrated Risk Management Working Party. I would like to thank all involved for their dedication and hard work.”

Chief Fire Officer Iain Cox, said: “This has been a long process and we understand that there are elements of the IRMP that are difficult to accept for some. Change is now an integral part of the agenda for the fire and rescue service nationally and we are not unique in that respect.

“Our role however, is to serve the people of Berkshire and we know that they hold their fire and rescue service in high regard. It is our responsibility to ensure that the IRMP delivers a service fit for the demands of a changing world and one that is designed around the needs of those most at risk. 

“Now that the plans have been approved we can work through the implementation in a measured and structured way, with careful evaluation of progress to ensure that the results we are getting are effective.”
ENDS.
Note for Editors:

The Government requires every Fire and Rescue Service to produce Integrated Risk Management Plans based upon locally-identified risk. For more detailed information, please visit the Fire and Resilience section of the Department for Communities and Local Government at www.communities.gov.uk and to view the Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service IRMP, please click on the IRMP Five Year plan link at www.rbfrs.co.uk
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