[image: image1.png]% RBF&RS
news release

EEEEEEEEE




	
	28/03/2007
	No:
	15/F&R


Marathon Fundraising Results For Fire Service Charity

It is expected that this year’s Reading Half Marathon will raise around £37,000 for the Fire Services National Benevolent Fund, which provides services that enhance quality of life for serving and retired Fire Service personnel and their families.
This is the fourth year that race organisers Sweat Shop and Reading Borough Council have asked Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service (RBFRS) to supply marshals.  Sixty staff from RBFRS volunteered as marshals for the day, including firefighters, non-uniformed personnel and Chief Fire Officer, Iain Cox.

The Benevolent Fund and children’s cancer charity CLIC Sergeant were the two nominated charities chosen by the race organisers, meaning that £1 of every participant’s entrance fee is split between the charities.  Further funds were raised by giving away gold bonds entries, allowing 200 people to take part in the race for free, providing they raised a minimum of £100 in sponsorship for the two charities.  In addition, masseurs carried out post-race massages for weary runners in return for a donation to the Benevolent Fund.

A representative from the Benevolent Fund will receive a cheque as part of a formal presentation at the Madejski Stadium in June.

Mark Fuller, RBFRS Research Equipment Officer and a marshal on the day, said: “The Benevolent Fund does fantastic work and we are thrilled that this year’s half marathon has raised so much money for the charity.  

“I’d like to say a big thank you to the marshals, who all made it to the race on time despite losing an hour with the clocks going forward.  The day was great fun and went very smoothly, and we look forward to taking part again next year.”
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