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Microwave Meltdown Warning





Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service is warning people NOT to sterilise household cloths and sponges in their microwaves. 





The warning follows reports of American research results, which appeared on the Internet last week, which suggested that cleaning cloths and sponges could be put in a microwave to kill germs.





This practice is potentially highly dangerous, said RBFRS Station Manager Jess James: “They are telling people to put highly flammable material into a microwave – it is nonsense. Even if the cloths are wet, microwave radiation acts by agitating the water molecules so the cloth or sponge will heat up incredibly quickly and dry out – it then becomes extremely flammable and a dangerous fire risk. 





“Microwave ovens vary widely in terms of power and settings – all it takes is a few seconds being distracted by a phone ringing or a child needing attention and the whole thing could go up. Shropshire Fire and Rescue attended a kitchen fire, caused by a dishcloth being put in a microwave, on the same day this ‘advice’ appeared, due to the person not realising that their microwave would catch fire so quickly.  





“Our advice is not to risk a fire in your home but to use more conventional methods of sterilising household cleaning materials. We do not want to see someone’s home devastated for the sake of a sponge.”


ENDS.
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Issued by Ellie Gray, press and marketing officer 


ph: 0118 932 2214  fx: 0118 932 2105   email: graye@rbfrs.co.uk


Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service, 103 Dee Road, Tilehurst, Reading, Berkshire RG30 4FS











