Version 3
CFOA SOUTH EAST REGION
7 August 2006

APPENDIX 1

NOTIFICATION OF PROPOSED NEW MAINS

1.1
Subject to the Water Company’s statutory duties to lay water mains within specific periods, the Water Company shall give the Fire Authority written notice of any new mains to be laid as soon as plans are available and not less than 42 days prior to the commencement date.  Such notice to include:-

a
three copies of a plan giving sufficient detail to identify the site and the location of the existing mains in the area; and

b
in relation both to hydrants on:

i
the new main and

ii
any existing main whose flows are affected by the new main 

an indication of whether or not the anticipated flows available (under normal demand conditions and with no additional demands from third parties beyond the control of the Water Company) will meet (on the Commission Date) the  ideal requirements set out in Appendix 5 of the National Guidance Document, it being understood that future flow rates cannot be guaranteed.

It is recognised by both parties that the Water Company has no obligation to meet these ideal requirements and that the purpose of the information is to assist the Fire Authority in planning their requirements.

c
in the case of a phased development, such details as may be available of the later stages of the development and the name and address of the developer; and

d
if known, the Commencement Date.

1.2 
The Fire Authority shall return a copy of the plan marked with the position of the hydrants required, together with an official order to cover the installation of the hydrants marked on the plan, as soon as reasonably practicable but within 42 days of receipt of the notice.  Exceptionally, if the Water Company has not been able to give 42 days notice, the Fire Authority will return drawings within 28 days, but no later than the notified Commencement Date.

1.3
The Fire Authority shall be consulted on any change to the initial notice, which will affect the proposed length, line or size of the main or the position of any hydrant.
1.4
Where no initial commencement date was notified the Water Company will advise the Fire Authority of the commencement date as it becomes known.

1.5 
Where the works do not commence within 12 months of the original notice or any subsequent amended notice, the scheme shall be treated as abandoned and the Fire Authority will issue a cancellation of the order.  [Any subsequent reactivation of the scheme will be treated as a new notification]

To this end:

· The Fire Authority will provide generic hydrant design criteria for new developments.

· The Water Company will incorporate draft proposals for hydrant locations within network designs using the design criteria.

· When submitting designs to the Fire Authority for approval, the Water Company will advise the Fire Authority of the Developer’s programme and critical dates for response.

· The Fire Authority will seek to respond to the draft proposal by the required date.

· If the response is agreed and returned by the required date, the reduced rate detailed in Appendix 10 will be applied for each hydrant.

These distances should be considered as a guide only and each case assessed on its merits.  




General hydrant design criteria


For the purposes of this agreement all fire hydrant installations shall comply with the current relevant British Standards applying at the time.

Hydrant spacing on new developments


In residential areas hydrant spacing should be 400m between hydrants and not more than 200m in any direction.


On industrial estates hydrant spacing should be 250m and 125m respectively to the nearest hydrant.


These distances should be considered as a guide only and each case assessed on its merits.

SAMPLE TEMPLATE LETTER

Thames Water Utilities

Water Service

Business Centre

PO Box 80

Brentford

Middlesex  TW8 0E

Tel: (to be completed by TWU)

Fax: (to be completed by TWU)

E-mail: (to be completed by TWU)

Our Ref:  (to be completed by TWU)

Date: (to be completed by TWU)
Dear Sir/Madam

Ref: (Address – to be completed by TWU)

In accordance with the provisions of section 43(i) of the Fire and Rescue Services Act, 2004, I give notice that Thames Water propose to carry out work at the above address, for the purpose of supplying water. 

The plans attached include the proposed location of fire hydrants, designed in accordance with The Fire Authority’s hydrant design criteria for new developments (document TEC:F005:a1).  Could you please respond by filling in the section at the bottom of this page and returning to the above fax number or e-mail address either i) confirming the position of the proposed hydrants, or ii) disagreeing and returning the plans marked up with the new hydrant positions by post.

Could you please reply within 42 days of receipt of this notice i.e. by (date of receipt to be inserted by TWU) (which allows for 2 days postage time).  If a response is not received then it will be deemed that the proposed hydrant designs and associated costs have been accepted.

Nature of the work, along with the estimated commencement date is listed below:

· Nature of work

(Details to be inserted by TWU, example: Lay new 180mm MDPE main approximately 600m between Ravenscourt Square and Goldhawk Road to serve 235 domestic dwellings from existing 300mm main).

· Estimated Commencement Date:  (to be inserted by TWU)
This date is the customer’s estimated start date for onsite works to commence

Yours faithfully

Name )

          )
(to be completed by TWU)

Title    )

Following section to be completed by authorising LFB Water Officer and returned to addressee at TWU by fax or e-mail.

Tick section as applicable:

· I agree to the layout of the proposed hydrants .

Name :                                              Signature:                                            Date:                    

· I require amendments to the proposed hydrant layout , and am returning the plans marked up with the new hydrant positions by post

Name :                                                Signature:                                                   Date:

19
5
Initialled as agreed:

Insert Fire Authority
…………………….………………………………………………….

Insert Water Company
………………………………………………………………………...

