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APPENDIX 9

DATA LOGGING DEVICES FITTED 

BY WATER COMPANIES TO FIRE HYDRANTS
9.1
Data loggers (leak detection devices) may be fitted to fire hydrants by Water Companies in order to monitor pressure/leakage within the mains distribution network. The types of devices used can vary, ranging from caps that are fitted to the outlet of the hydrant to magnetically attached devices. In order to continuously monitor changes within the mains distribution network, the devices may be moved to different locations in a matter of days or be left in situ for a longer period of time.

9.2
Where practical, water companies should not use fire hydrants for permanent data logger installation.

9.3
It is important that fire crews have quick and easy access to fire hydrants in order to be able to utilise them for fire fighting activities at any operational incident where a rapid response time can be critical. Fire crews should therefore be aware of the types of devices fitted and the action to be taken when they are encountered.

9.4
Some types of data logging devices contain a coloured LED that will flash intermittently. This can sometimes be visible through the hydrant cover and in the past have been confused with security devices.

9.5
To ensure that a good level of awareness exists regarding pressure logging devices, Water Companies should inform Fire Authorities of the types of devices that they use and install. This information should be updated as technology advances and new types of devices are developed and include:

a. 
the types of loggers to be fitted. 

b. 
photographs of the types that can be fitted.

c.
guidance for their safe removal.

This information should be e-mailed to Fire Authority Water Officers, ideally in Microsoft Word format.

9.6
Fire Authorities will ensure that information is circulated to all fire stations who may encounter data loggers during the course of their activities and are aware of the procedures to be taken when a fire hydrant fitted with a logger is required for use.

9.7
Whenever a data logger is removed by Fire Authority personnel, it should be left in the pit and the Water Company notified of its location as soon as possible, at least by the end of the next working day.

9.8
The example overleaf shows the ideal format that information should be provided in.
EXAMPLE

Data logger type (insert name)
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Photograph showing typical data logger installation with hydrant cap and flexible hose

To remove this type of data logger for emergency use of the fire hydrant: -

1. Shut hydrant fully using key and bar. 

· If not sure that hydrant is closed, take pressure reading from meter attached to confirm that hydrant is completely shut.

2. Disconnect data logger and flexible hose from hydrant cap.

3. Carefully remove hydrant cap using key and bar.

· Take care when removing cap as there may be some residual pressure in the hydrant

· Do not stand directly above the hydrant when removing the cap
4.  
Leave data logger, hydrant cap and hose in fire hydrant chamber. 
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Initialled as agreed:

Insert Fire Authority
…………………….………………………………………………….

Insert Water Company
………………………………………………………………………...

