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APPENDIX 7

USE OF FIRE HYDRANTS AND WASHOUTS
7.1
Water quality considerations, as set out in Section 7 of the National Guidance Document, shall be taken into account when operating fire hydrants. The Water Company shall brief the Fire Authority on the correct use of fire hydrants to ensure compliance with the said quality considerations. 

7.2
The Fire Authority shall ensure that personnel are adequately trained to operate hydrants and shall ensure that they are operated in the manner in accordance with the brief referred to in sub-clause 6.1.

7.3 The Fire Authority shall not operate hydrants for other than operational fire service purposes unless express consent has been obtained.  [Operational purposes includes routine inspection and pressure testing]

7.4
The Fire Authority shall not operate valves on the Water Company’s distribution system except where these have been specifically identified and agreed as being available for use in fire fighting circumstances.  The Water Company shall be notified of each occasion they are used.

7.5
The Water Company shall operate a procedure controlling the third party use of fire hydrants.  The Fire Authority may inspect a copy of such arrangements. 

7.6
In accordance with the Statutory duty to secure water for fire fighting purposes the Fire Authority may in exceptional circumstances draw water from washout hydrants.  Operation of all washouts shall be in accordance with the requirements for hydrants set out above.  The Fire Authority shall notify the Water Company of such use as soon as practicable and always within 24 hrs of the use.
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Initialled as agreed:

Insert Fire Authority
…………………….………………………………………………….

Insert Water Company
………………………………………………………………………...

