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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

 THE INSTALLATION AND REPAIR OF FIRE HYDRANTS AND THE USE OF WATER FOR EXTINGUISHING FIRES OR PROTECTING LIFE AND PROPERTY IN THE EVENT OF FIRE

Insert Fire Authority/Water Company

1
Introduction

1.1
This Memorandum of Understanding has been agreed between (insert names). Its purpose is to form a common approach and a basis for establishing an efficient working relationship between the two parties.  The document is evolutionary in nature and therefore subject to change and amendment as working practices and agreements develop between the two parties. 
1.2
This document is not a contract nor is it legally binding.  However, its content and spirit should be read in conjunction with the current edition of the LGA National Guidance Document on the Provision of Water for Fire Fighting.

1.3
Nothing contained in this document shall replace or detract from the statutory duties of either party as contained in the Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 and the Water Industry Act 1991. 

2 Roles and Responsibilities

2.1 (Water Company)

(Water Company) is the statutory water and sewerage undertaker for an area that includes insert description.  Under the Water Industry Act 1991, the Water Company must:

· Provide fire hydrants on their main when requested by the Fire Authority.

· Keep fire hydrants in good working order.

2.2 The Fire Authority (insert name)

(Name) is the Fire Authority for (insert description).  Under the Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004, the Fire Authority must:

· Take all reasonable measures for providing and securing an adequate supply of water for extinguishing fires or protecting life and property in the event of fire.
· Have efficient arrangements to obtain information about water supplies and access to water.

· Pay the Water Company in respect of its costs in complying with their obligations in 2.1 above.

3
Regional Liaison
3.1
The Fire Authority and the Water Company will be members of the relevant Chief Fire Officers Association (CFOA) Regional Fire Services/Water Companies Water Liaison Group.  Both parties shall confirm and jointly hold an agreed list of contact representatives.  The agreed list shall be reviewed, and amended as required and confirmed at each formal meeting.  In the period between such meetings, each party may appoint replacements and should notify the other party.

3.2
The contact representatives shall meet formally on a quarterly basis and also when necessary at the request of either party.  The Chairperson of the forum may vary the frequency depending upon the needs of the meeting and those parties present.

3.3 Standing items on the Agenda of the formal quarterly meetings shall be:-

· Review of contact representatives

· Review of routine and emergency performance in relation to issues referred to in this Memorandum of Understanding.

3.3 Issues concerning Fire Authorities and/or Water Companies other than those party to this Memorandum of Understanding may be taken to the Regional Liaison Group.

4
Local Arrangements

4.1 
The local arrangements in place between the Water Company and the Fire Authority are as detailed in the accompanying appendices to this document.  It is for either party to develop or propose amendments to the processes described and work jointly to achieve mutually agreeable working arrangements.

5 Joint Review

5.1 Some or all of the arrangements or procedures contained in this Memorandum of Understanding may be terminated by either party.  However, both parties will use their best endeavours to give reasonable notice to the other of such termination.

5.2 The principles of this document will be reviewed and reconfirmed annually at the first meeting each year of the CFOA South East Region Water Liaison Group.  The appendices will be reviewed and updated in line with current practices as agreed. 

	SIGNED FOR

FIRE AUTHORITY

……………………………………………….


	SIGNED FOR

WATER COMPANY

……………………………………………….

	Name: ……………………………………….
	Name: ……………………………………….



	Title: ………………………………………...
	Title: ………………………………………

	Date: ………………………………………...


	Date: ………………………………………...
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Initialled as agreed:

Insert Fire Authority
…………………….………………………………………………….

Insert Water Company
………………………………………………………………………...

