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MEMBERS ALLOWANCES SCHEME 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The Royal Berkshire Fire Authority, in exercise of the powers conferred by the Local 
Authorities (Members’ Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003, hereby makes the 
following scheme:  
 
 

NAME AND DURATION  

MA1. This scheme may be cited as the Royal Berkshire Fire Authority Members’ 
Allowances Scheme.  

MA2. This scheme shall have effect for the financial year 2026/27.  The 
Scheme may be amended at any time by resolution of the Authority. 

 

BASIC ALLOWANCE 

MA3. A Basic Allowance at a rate of £3,006.271per annum shall be paid to each 
member in monthly instalments. 

MA4. For the avoidance of doubt, ‘Member’ in this context means a person 
appointed to the Authority under the provisions of the Royal Berkshire Fire 
Service Combination Scheme. 

MA5. The Basic Allowance is intended to recognise the time commitment of 
Members including calls on their time at meetings with officers and 
constituents.  It is also intended to cover incidental costs such as the use of 
Members’ homes.   

MA6. Where a Member’s term of office does not extend throughout a complete 
year, the amount payable shall be pro rata to the number of days during 
which his/her term of office subsists.  

  

 
1 Indexed to local government percentage allowance increase agreed by NJC on 23 July 2025. 



To be approved by Fire Authority on 23 February 2026  3 

SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY ALLOWANCE 

MA7. A Special Responsibility Allowance shall be paid in monthly instalments to 
those Members who hold the special responsibilities in relation to the Fire 
Authority, in recognition of the additional duties and time commitment such 
positions entail.  These Special Responsibility Allowances are specified in 
Schedule 1. 

 

Schedule 1  
Position Special Responsibility Allowance2 

Chair of Authority £15,032.40  

Vice-Chair of Authority £7,515.67 

Chair of Committees   £4,509.40 

Lead Members £4,509.40 

Opposition Group Leaders  £3,006.27 

Member Champions  £1,503.13 

RBFA Chair of Thames Valley Joint 
Committee (if applicable) 

£3,006.27 

Co-optees’ Allowance £165.02 per meeting 

 
MA8. Where a Member holds one of the above positions for part of a year, the 

amount payable shall be pro rata to the number of days he/she holds that 
position. 

MA9. A Member may not receive more than one Special Responsibility Allowance 
at any one time. Therefore, a Member holding more than one of the positions 
of special responsibility must notify the Monitoring Officer to the Authority in 
writing which Special Responsibility Allowance he/she wishes to be paid. 

 

CO-OPTEES’ ALLOWANCE 
 
MA10. The Co-opted Independent Person (s) shall be entitled to receive a payment 

of £165.02 per meeting.  

MA11. Independent Persons are entitled to receive only the allowances under this 
scheme for the duties they undertake on behalf of the Fire Authority. 

 

 
2 Indexed to local government percentage allowance increase agreed by NJC on 23 July 2025. 
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SCHEDULE 2 – APPROVED DUTIES 
 
MA12. Members and the Independent Persons shall be entitled to claim travelling 

and subsistence allowances for the following duties: 

(1) Meetings of the Authority, committees and task and finish groups 
formally convened by the Monitoring Officer, including (a) seminars, 
etc. to which all Members have been invited and (b) cases where a 
Member is invited and officially notified to attend a meeting of a 
committee of which they are not a Member; 

(2) formal briefings by the Chief Fire Officer/ Chief Executive or other 
officers, provided Members of at least two political groups have been 
invited to attend; 

(3) on-site inspections or visits authorised in advance by the Authority or a 
committee; 

(4) official and courtesy visits undertaken by the Chair of the Authority or, 
in the case of a particular visit, such other Member may ask to 
represent him/her. 

(5) attendance as an officially appointed representative of the Authority on 
any other body, including a committee, sub-committee or working party 
of that body, or a further body to which that body has appointed the 
representative provided there is a connection with the functions of the 
Authority; 

(6) attendance at outside conferences, courses, seminars and like 
meetings, subject to prior approval by the Authority or a committee, or 
by the Monitoring Officer or Chief Fire Officer/Chief Executive after 
consultation with the Chair or Vice Chair; 

(7) attendance at medal presentation ceremonies and other events of a 
public relations nature to which Members of the Authority have been 
formally invited; 

(8) subject to the provisions of the Local Authorities (Members’ 
Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003, such other duties for the 
purpose of or in connection with the discharge of the functions of the 
Authority as the Authority may from time to time determine; 

(9) attendance at meetings with officers of the Service where a Member 
has been formally invited in his/her capacity as reference holder; 

(10) visits to Fire and Rescue Service premises undertaken as part of a 
planned programme; 

MA13. The amounts of allowances paid by the Authority are set out in paragraphs 
MA3 and MA7. 
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INDEXATION OF ALLOWANCES 
 
MA14. The Basic, Special Responsibility and Co-optees’ Allowances shall be 

adjusted annually in line with percentage allowance increase agreed by the 
NJC for Local Government Services.  Adjustment of the allowance shall take 
effect from the beginning of the financial year for the year the index is 
applied to staff. 

MA15. The rates of travel allowances shall be the same as those approved by the 
HMRC (HM Revenue and Customs) and shall be adjusted and take effect in 
line with alterations made from time to time by the HMRC. 

MA16. The rates of subsistence allowances shall be the same as those agreed for 
officers of Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service.  

MA17. The Chief Finance Officer shall have delegated power to approve the 
adjustment in accordance with paragraphs MA15 and MA16 above. 

 

RENUNCIATION OF ALLOWANCES REPAYMENT 
 
MA18. A Member may, by notice in writing given to the Monitoring Officer, elect to 

forego, assign or transfer all or part of their entitlement to an allowance 
under this scheme. 

 

CLAIMS 
 
MA19. Basic, special responsibility and co-optees’ allowances do not need to be 

claimed. 

MA20. Claims for travelling and subsistence must be made on the approved form.  
Expenses claims should be made monthly.  Claims submitted after three 
months from the date of expenditure occurred will not be accepted, except in 
exceptional circumstance and approved in writing by the Chief Finance 
Officer.   

MA21. Where re-imbursement of travelling and subsistence is being claimed, 
receipts should be attached to the claim form.  

MA22. All expenses can be claimed on one form (except Basic and Special 
Responsibility Allowances which are paid automatically). 

MA23. Time and place of departure may be from work, it does not have to be a 
home to home journey but claims must show clearly where you are travelling 
from and to. Completed forms should be sent to Democratic Support who will 
forward them to the Payments Section following approval.  

MA24. Allowances are paid at the end of each month.  The usual payment date is 
the last working day of the month. To ensure payment is received by the end 
of the month, claims should be submitted by the 7th of each month.   
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SCHEDULE 3 - TRAVELLING AND SUBSISTENCE 
ALLOWANCES 
 

MA25. Councillors are entitled to receive payments for travelling and subsistence 
for the purpose of performing approved duties.  

MA26. The cost to the Authority of the use of public transport for medium and long 
distance journeys may often be less than the cost of a Member’s use of a 
private car.  There is an expectation that before making medium or long 
distance journeys Members will consider the cost to the Authority as well as 
the convenience of the mode of transport.  Where public transport is 
available, convenient, and cheaper, a Member may choose to use his or her 
own private vehicle but the total amount claimed for mileage shall not 
exceed the ordinary standard public transport fare. 

MA27. For travel by a Member in his/her own private car or one provided for his/her 
use, the rate shall be that approved HMRC (HM Revenue and Customs).  

MA28. Claims for expenses should only be made when actually incurred, i.e. 
rail/bus, taxis, hotel accommodation.  Receipts must be provided.   

MA29. The rates of subsistence allowances shall be the same of those agreed for 
officers of Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service. Copies of the rates 
agreed for officers of Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service are available 
from Democratic Support committeeteam@rbfrs.co.uk  
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